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OR, A 


DISCOURSE 


( ontaining theſe 4. Chapters. 


Of the ſeveral Ends of Laying on of Hands, inthe New Te- 

ſtament, 

what Log ou of Hands, is not, and cannot be meanc. 

e 

What Laying on of Hands, is and mult be meant there, 

That the Laying o of Hands, praQiſed by ſome in theſe 
days, on all Baptized Believers; was never Inſtitured, 
Commanded, nor praiſed ar all, by Jeſus Chriſty or his 
Apoſtles in all the New Teltamenc, 


| Mark. 7, by 9. 

In Vain do they worſbip me, teaching for Dofrines the Com- 
manadements of men. 

For Jajing aſide the Commandment of God, ye beld the Trad:- 
tz0n of men, 

re rejeft the Commandment of g od, that ye may beep Jour 07 
Traditions, © 

Col. 2.8. 


Beware left any man ſpoil you, through Vain deceit, after the 
T' radon von, anc fot after Cri. G 


tt. 
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of te frets Ends of Laying on wy Hat, 7 the, New 

Teſtament. 

Or the berter underſtanding of tbis great Controverſy, of 

h late raiſgd,abour Laying os of Hands; 

-*ſ-  -Weſhall firſt the ſevetal Ends, of Laying on of 

Harb, R_ pore New Teltament, - bye 

Upon learch we Rice or Ceremony ws uſed, upon a 
threefold Account, or toa threefold End, OY : EN 

1, Fort Healing orrecorering che ſick, 

> For miniſtring or giving le extraordinary gifts of the Ho- 
ly Sprrit, | 

: »” For Ordaiming and appointing of Officers. 

- 1, For Healing or recov wo the ſick. Afark, 16, 18. They 
ſhall Lay Hands on the fic they ſhall recover, 

AZ:.19g, 8.;-The father © Publins lay fick, &c. and Pal laid 
his Hands on him, and healed him. 

2. For miniftcing, or giving the Holy Spirit, To this end Pe- 
ter and Fohs Laid their Hands on them at Sameris. Afts8. I7, 
18, 19. Then laid chey their Hands on them and they received 
the Holy Spiric. And when Simen faw,'that throughLaying on 
of the Apotiles Hands, the Holy Sprir was given,&c, 

' Andthar hereby is meanc the extraordinary Gitrs of the _P 
ly Spirit,nothing is mote evident, For, | 

£45 12, it is ſaid,they Believed. 

Ln that oy had received che Word of God. - 
hey were Baptized. 


xi th 


| All which could nor be, unteis chey wheat 


ba | ric was fallen upon none of 
= ver. 15,16: Aphraſe, aro the exnorary Giks 
A ERIT 4" aud 3I.'L95, f 


" Tris yet further evident, for the Filling of the Holy Spirit on 
chemi ſo viſible, that Simporayy ir; ver. 18, Fey " conaben | 
ver,19, he fairh,, Give me allo this power, that on whomſoexer 
I lay Hands, he may treceivethe Holy Spirit.” 

And that they Laid their Hands to this end, the Text is as ex- 
preſle, ver. 17. They laid their Hands, and they receiveg rhe 
Holy Spirir,' And(wver, 18; )-through Layipg on of Hands, 

| oy nghac ISLES WG! 1 54:9 9731 jon 
* So that you ſee clearly, they latd ow cheir Harids, to give ice 
- extraordinary or.miracuions gifts of'the Holy Spirit, *© * 

"Bur; ſay ſome, the words of Simon ver. 28, 194 are reproved by 
Peter, ver, 20,21, | 

To which we anſwer: Sim is not reproved for whathe had 
aſſerred, that he had:ſeen ;: for;that was true; But, tharhe would 
have purchaſed this gift and power, with money; Herein lay his 
wickedneſs, Becauſe thou hatt choughr, thatthe'gift of God may 
be purchaſed with money, ver. 20, | 

' Uponthis account alſo Pad laid bis Hands on the twelvemen 
at Epheſus, eAf. vg. 6.” And when Pas hadilaid his Hands 
upon them, the Holy. Spirit.came on-rhem, 'and- they. ſpake wich 
Tongues, and prophecied. | © 
- And;that by the Boly Spirit here, is meant the extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spiritzts clear: becauſe ver.2. it 15 {aid;they believed; 
Now none<can beliere without che Holy Spirit, 1 Cor. 12.3: Bur 
moſt: clear. in the: Texr ir (elf;:for rhe Holy Spirit, came ſoon 
chem) that they immediarly thereupon, ſpake with Tongues and 
propheſied, A phraſe noting the higheſt meaſures of the Spirir, 
that ever were attained ; yea the Baptiſm of the Spirit, A; 2, 4. 
and 10. 44, 45, 46. | FUSE oh 

3. For Ordaining or appointing of Officers, £45" 

To this end, Timothy hathands laidonhim, by the.Presbyrery 
er Eiderſhip. 1 Tim,4.14. and thatthis was for theMiniſtry, the 
whole comext proveth, from. Fer.11, to the end. Soalſo, 2 E- 
pif.1.6, is to be underitood , Pax being one of the Presbytery+ 
and there alſo,abour the Text , 'Miniſter1all gifts are ſpoken of. 

If any objeRifrom theſe twoiplaces ,, that chere is a gift ſpoken 
of, that Timothy received by laying on of Hands,.”; . > + + 
- Torhis we Anſwer: ' that we verily: perſivade our ſelves,: that 
none , who rightly. come inco this office-in fincerity andconſci« 
rate ia ld tac  — 

| fidenely | 


at on owe” 714 


in the New Teſftamentr.,, were 
this Rite or. Ceremony, : | | | 
. 1, Meſſengers. Thus Pas/and Barnabas were (ent out by.the 
| Church, A#.13,23. Asthey minifired.co the Lord, zhie holy 
byitis laid, Separate me Barnabas and: Saw, tor the. worke 
| whereunto T have called them, and when they had faſted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them chey ſent them away. 
| Thus you ſee che Meſſengers of the Churches were appointed 
£0 their work , by Laying on of Hands, Cit 
.-2, Elders, or over-leers, 1Tim.5.., 22, Lay Hands ſuddenly- 
on no man, Featy | | 
| . And that this. was ſpoken-in reference to Elders , thewhole- 
| context before prooverh, from Yer,17> where the. Apolile treats 
expreſly. of Elders, Fer. 17, Lec the Elders, &'c: Verſ. 19, As 
gainlt an Elder,c: and thenin Ver, 32, Lay hands ſuddenly 
0n.N0 many, yiz. Elders, before ſpokenzof. That is, ordaine-no- 
man an Elder ſuddenly. -or raſhly, or too; haltily, wxhoue ſome 
| due tryall, -and conſideration had gf his gifts, ficnefle , and qua» 
- | © lifications, ſetdowne 1 Tim.3. beginning,and Tit.1,5,6. &c. : 
* ..3, Deacons, Thus the 7 Deacons. were: appounted rotheir 
worke, A{t.6.3,5,6. in expreſſe rermes. | 
. Thus you ſee all the New-Teltament-Officers were appointed. 
by Laying on of Hands, . | Fas 
And this ſhall ſuffice for rhe firſt Chapter, ro ſhew the ſererall. 
Ends of laying on of Hands in the New Teſtament. . 


 CHAPIL: | ; 
Which of theſe Layings on of Hands is not 5- and-camot be 'many - 
"5 6, 2, | , 


fore we-reſolve this Queſtion; we. ond, acknowledge > 
\LJchat A Laying on of Hands.1s a Principle of eligion, and a, 
parr.of the Rn of the.Chriſtian bwlding,. Heb, 5. 12, & 


*4 6. Jy. 3: | =_ . 
-... Why lc ſeemed. good to the boly Spigit., 'by chis Pen-man ,, 
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og nyo mera hoon 
ton , as Repentance , Baprifine ; the Reſutre&ion; 

ry. root oment;and rheſe grantedby all , utder rhe leaſt 

protefſion of Chrifiianiry, co be Foundation-DoArines, - 

This being premiſed, we notwithſtanding deny, that ir is ei- 
ther laying on of Hands , for Healing the fick ; or for giving the 
extraordinary gifts ofthe Holy Spiric ; (much lefſethe laying on 
of Hands praRtiſed by ſome in thele days, as you may futther ſee 
inChap..4.) | 

I. Here cannot be meanr , laying on of Hands for healing or 
recovering theſick ; and thar for theſe reaſons ; 

x, Becauſcthe gift or power of heating by laying on of Hands 
is ceaſed, Now that cannot be a Principle, &e : which is nor in 
force in all ages , nor any mancapable to praite it, 


Arthe firſt promiſe of giving this power, it was accompanied only - 


with miraculous gitts, Afar, 16, 17, 18, In my name ſhallrhey 
calt out Devills , chey ſhall ſpeake wich new Tongues, they ſhall 
take up Serpents, and ifrhey drinke any deadly thing, ir ſhall noe 
hurt rhemzrhey ſhall lay Hands on the fick,and they ſhall recover, 

"Now how dangerous and deftruQire a prineiple ts this, that 
miracles ſhould be ofthe efſence of Religion (as Principles are ) 
and-yer no power to pra Riſe them! 

2, As it is neecfſary,2 foundation-Principte ſhould cominue and 
bein force in all ages ; ſo ir is neceffary allo, it ſhould concerne 
the whole Church , and every member thereof ,- as a Foundation 
doth the whole, andevery part of the Building, ro ſupporrand 
upheld ir. 

Admit chen this power were now in force ; how wonldrhe 
healing of any one particular member, concerne the whole bo- 
dy as a principle? &c, >, | £4 

Theretore we concludethat Laying an of Hands, for recover- 
ing the ſick, cannot III : Ns 6. ok 

- Tire Laying on of Hands, far givingthe extraordinary gifts 
oh holy Spire, cannot be mote hare} and that for thele rea- 
{ons: 


x, Becanſe (as before) this power of giving the extraordinary. 


gifts of the holy Spirit , is now ceaſed. 

- As appears by .the pratice of ie at this day, for al fo 
many have had hands laid upon them, rocrhisend; yer | 
rraordinary gifts, have never followed  toany one of 
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| thar a principle in 
all Ars and ſciences, is of conſtant and Ganding We, : 
* 2: Thar his laying on of Hands, cannot be the principle, Heb. 
E-vecaule this Laying on of Hands , is there called-a Do&rine, 
C7112, : 

But, that laying on of Hands, to give the holy Spirit , was ner 
ver once gale inall che New.Teftament , no: noe by themthac 
praiſed it. | | | 

3. If this laying on of Hands were the principle, &c; 

Then-this very Church.of the Hebrews (the firlt conſtizuced 
Church inthe NewTeſtament after Chriſts AſcenFon)thisChurch 
being the ſame with that, AF.r.& 2):had wanted a principle.in 
Relicion , whitch were very ablurd co imagine 3. for rhey Con 
felves had not Laying on of Hands to this end.. A#.8, being the 
ft place that ever ir was praiſed: andſure in all matrers a- 
bout worſhip, the written word mult be our Rule; and ro the 
Scriptures ſilence , we mult give confent, according to that Pro- 
terd : Where God bath not a mouch to ſpeake,we malt nar have 


t0 hear, = 
Rs; that they bad noe Laying.cn of gar gorhigends is. 
M becauſe rhey received the extraordinary gifts of the holy: 


Spirit 


ithour it, AEZ;2. Varſ.1,243,4,5: &c. 
Therefore weconcli 549-4 . cy w RI PRIORITY 
Hands can de means, in Heb.6.p, | 
= — —— — — _— — _ 
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| | | CHAP.. II. 
1 Bihar Laying a of Hands, ard immu} be means, Heb. 6.2... 


| gw 

w/(ioves- Bcc: can be but one Laying on. of Hands, that- 

| 6 tor BEND Ke: an nor mare 49 ſome would 
, bu — wp - oa Ts 


Pani Bamber, TUCTDT S6b8 7 Goth 

This being dead), we moſt clara! TTY See? 
fore, that -ic ts neither Laying on cf Hands ' for healing the ſick, 
nor. tor oiving the extraordinary gifts of the Hol rSpiric 4" 

-Thenir matt be Lajigono OP for dr ordating of Offices. 

> Which will jl moreclearly ap ire'b Argument. 

- IcmuttbeLaying on of Han Cerher ky healing rhe fick; q ar for 
gi.ng the exrraordinary gifts of the holy Spirir,or for Ocdaining 
0: * Officers. | 

But neitherfot healing the fick, nor for giving the extrigrdi: 
nary gitrs of the ho'y Spirir. w vo 

| Therefore for ordaining of Officers.” * | | 

For the ficlt Propoſition, Thar it muſt be for one of ttels thee 
Evds, becauſe there is no other Laying on of Hands, upon any 
ocher account in altthe New Tettamenc. 

For the ſecond Propoſition , rhar ir is neither for. healing the 
— » nor for giving rhe holy Spirit, hath beene dtready proved 

ap, 2, 

Therefore | Ts follows; ir mnſt be Laying on of Hands, for ap- 
pointing of Officers, And this ſhall (ufhice for the ficſt Argument. 
- 2, That Layingon of Hands for Officers, ishere meant: » WIL. 
further appeare , becauſe this Laying ,on. of ing ooo Fane, 
Dodtine w2rc 1, and therefore muſt Fbea Laying be "omg 
which is ſome-wher&elſe ranghr.* - Bur rhe hes ks 
Hands,were never once taught, But tis Laying 6n 0 ioggon of 
taviohr;, vis. by the Apoſtle Paul, 1Tim.5 22. Lay oe bow I 
denly on no man, thar is Adinir none nay or tbo haRfly in- 
to office : andthar this concernes Officers, ee befc 
Invhis verſe;chere are two things taught; one exprefſed;the other 
neceſſarily implied: that which is expreſſed, is, 1s, that Timothy 
ſhould nor ſuddenly Lay Hands on any man; ont ge hen 
plyed3, danrartiedbany if adviledly; 'if n&trs bedene 


at all, it were frivolous to ſa OATS ic ſhow Kh ei wp prriNNG » 
fs herh'th aſl be | 


« Fhus' nn bn 
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?' Now 16ſt any LO ay, that this hy! ap ſe 
eernes all Bapyzed believers, we 1 
thai ſtorm Their own princir | 
eduſe they Lay Hands on all their Es — —— 
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cheir and therefore leave: no roome for- this word 
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their walls , ifcbey may nor Lay their Hapds ſuddenly ypon B 
ae: andy in oo, own fence : there is none fi or Bapriſne, 
thar is not thereupon ficly qualified, for this their impolitzon: 
nor do they ever tay till chey are turcher qualified. for this cere- 
mony ; . andtherefore the Apoltles would in vaine haye cxhorr- 
edihem, to Lay Hands ſuddenly on no man, Bur that this was 
for Officers , the molt amovgft chemielves, that Thave wet with- 
all, do cpoteſle. | 
We might yer further adde, if need were, that this Laying 
on of Hands, for office, was injoyned and commanded bythe 
holy Spiric, A&,13.2,3, bur now they cannot ſhew , where 
che ather Layings on of Hands, was inthe leaſt enjoyned & com- 
manded by the Holy Spirit. Therefore ye conclude againe , ir 
molt be Laying on of Hands for Officers, which the Apoltle here 
calls a Doarine, 
- 3» Againethis Laying on of Hands, this Church of che He- 
brews, had practiſed amonegft them, A#.6.6, ip Laid their 
Hands upon the Deacons,co alligne them torheir oftice.Bur none 


pods crhareaon: anf 6 js fe oxi 


, 
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-ofthe othes Layings on ot Hands, was practiſed amongkt them , 


as-we find. Now it cannot rationally be ſuppoſed , thatthe A- 
poltle,writing tothe Hebrews, ſhould call rhat a principle, &c, 
whjch chey were not acquainred wich, bur racherthatLaying on af 


Hands , which they were under the praQice of : andrheretore ix 


mult be this Laying on of Hands for Officers , Heb. 6, 3, .; 

4+ Belides,this Laying on of Hands only. remains infarce, 
the other two not capable co be practiſed, nor have been for ma- 
ny handred years, It wuſi therefore neceſſarily follow ro be this 
Layipg on of Hands, whbich is ſtill in foxce; becauſe called a parc 
ofthe Foundation, Heb, 6, 1, Now a Foungdatipn mat always 
he rhe ſame, & of conſtant & ſanding uſe to the whole buildi 
--S- This Laying on of race xy wes yaa the whale Church, 
which is nec oy Principle ſhould do, We have alreagy 
ſhewed you how the other do not concern the whole ; . bur this 


does, in every member is bound jo live underthe Go- 
vernmest of the Church, and to be obedient to theis Of 
to whom che Rule and cere of the whole Church is commitre 


Andtherefore this mult be the Principle, &c, Heb, 6, 2. & 
. Havingebus ſufficiemly prored, what Laying 084i Hands. je 
| c 
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heremeant. Heb,6.2,' We ſhall now farcher 


'The Government of the Church,, which waspur into the'Hands 
'of inen appointedtherennto, by this Ceremony of Laying on df 
Hands. very Order of the Principles, a5 they are laid 
'down, H#5.6. 1,2, farther confirm this, 

' "Therefore leaving the Principles of the Do&rine of ChriR; (or 
the beginning words of Chriſt) ler us go on unto perfeQion : not 
laying again the Foundation of Repentance trom-dead works, 
and of Faith towards God, of the DoAarine of Baptiſms, and of 
Laying on of Hands, and of the reſurre&ion of the dead, and of 
erernal Judgement. 

For asthe next thing to be done, after Faith and Repentance, 
isto be Baprized: fo rhe next thing after baptiſm. is robe ad- 
ded ro the Church,” AF, 2. 38. 41,432.47. the Officers whereof 
-were always appointed by rhe Laying on of Hands, - And this 
was the conltant practice of the Primitive times. 

And asin thete fix Principles, the two firit, viz, Repentance 
and Faith: and the two laſt, viz. the Reſurrection and eternal 
Judgemert, are abſolutely neceſſary unto ſalvation :- So the rwo 
middlemoſt, viz, Baptiſm,and Laying on of Hands; are neceſſa- 
ry toa right and orderly Church conſtitution, and: progreſfi- 
on. Baptiſm, to admic into the Church; and this Ceremony of 
Eaying on of Hands, noting the Miniltery and Governmbgns 
the Church, when come in, 

We take leave yet roadd, rhat'this is the Judsment of mo 
moderne and larer writers, on the-Texr, that we have met with. 
We fhall inſtance only ſome-few in Engliſh. - Filſons Chriſtian 
DiRionary. Dr..Gouge in his late large comment on this Epi- 
tle, Trp upon the place, faich, That by this phraſe of Laying 
on of Hands, is meant, the Miniftery and Government ot the 
Church, - And Cartwr:ght upon cthe-Rh:-miſt-Teſtamenr on t'.is 
"Text, afd elſe where in- his- Harmony, laith, That he which de- 
mies Charch Government, d.nies a Principle of che Chriſtian 
Relieion, : 
Now thatthere might be Government and-order in the Church, 
Officers were appointed thereunro by-Laying on of Hands, 

+ The very lightof Narvre, and common Experience rteacherh, 
that Governmenr'is a-principle in all Confticutions, whether of 
Nation, Family, ox the like : wichous which, all would fudden- 
bd : ly 
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here mean | ſhew ybu,whht is 
here meant by ang © raph wes Fe of Hands,' that is ro fly 4 
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a Foundation there can be no building, Hencerthe Meraphor in 
the Text, Not laying again the Foundation.. Implying, that as a 
Foundation isto the building, ro ſupport and uphold ir, ſo ne- 
ceſlaryis Government in the Church, 

'Hence 1r is, thatthe Apoltles alwaies appointed Elderszin e- 
very Churchy ineveryCity As 14, 23, Tit, 1.5. andtheſe El- 
ders were ordained,hy Laying on of Hands;as betore. . 

| CHAP. III. 
That the Laying on of Hands, praftiſed by ſome in theſe days,' on af 

Baptized Believers, was never Inſtituted,Commanded or Prattiſed 

by Chriſt or his «Apoſtles in all the Ntw Teſtament, 


Ere indeed lies the refs of che Contro:erſy, which chiefly 

& occaſioned me to waitethele few Lines, that we might un- 
deceive, ' and reduce {uch' as ate already nnder the vanity of this 
praQile, and to pteventorhets from owning of, and lubmirting 
x0 {uch a Scriptpre-leis thing as this is, which {ome (who know 
not what-they ſay, nor whereof they affirm) call an Ordinance of 
Chgiſt, though withour any the lealt word or watrant for it,in all 
the-New Teltamenc of our Lord. 
rtainly this hath been a received Principle, we have of late 
taken up, and mult continue -ro go. by, it Chritts Di- 
{ciples; Thar we mult introduce-nothing Inca. rhe worſhip of 
Chri@& , bur what we have an expreſs Word for, from thar grear 
Prophet in his New Teſtament. See Atts 3.,22,23. For this very 
cauſe we-have all along ſeparared from the Biſhops, & rhe, Church 
of England, and (ball we now returnagain?; God forbid, ., _. 
. - Now that which hatch not one: word of Inſtitution, or com- 
mand for it in.allthe:New Teſtament, is vo Ordinance of Chrilt, 
buc-Will-worſhip, and - Superſiition, (Superſtition bgnifying 
ſomerhing more then appoinred.). But this Lay ing vn of Hands, 
on.all Baptized Perſons, barh nor. one; word, of Inſtitution, or 
c@mmand for qxi9 all che Nezy-Teftament. . Therefore,no Ordi- 
nanceof Chez 


— 


; bur, Will-warhapand Supertlicion. . .. 

 oHhar; there 45-no; Inflicution or, Command, for. it in all, the 
New, Teltament;appeach,.. becauſe the greareſt Contenders and 
Ricklers for this praRtice, did movee yeralledge any one placerhje 
oth | ENS 2 oes 
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does inthe leaſt; prove any ſuth thing ;-5f there had been ariy/; 
certainly they would have produced them, They themſelves 
infance but rwo places, where the-words are found, | befides 
Heb.6,viz, Atts 8, & At.19. with which they have raiſed ſuch a 
duſt, that hath indeed blinded the eys of ſome t, well-min- 
ded people; and by good words, and fair ſpeeches, have decei- 
ved the hearrs of rhe fimple.. Bur to lay this: duſt which they 
have raiſed, and ro diſcover the {bur ) pretences they have made. 
We ſhall ficſt conſider their fore-mentioned Allegations inthe 
General, and then view them more particularly; | 

Firſt, neither any one, nor all of theſe places, have the leaſt 
word of Inlticution or Command in them: Nor one ſyllable of 
ptoof brought from them, that this ſhould be dane to all Bapti- 
zed perſons. - Beſides the Ends of-Laying on of. Hands:in theſe 
days,is a different thing from r s1ntheſe Texts; all which 
will more appeat in the particulaguidhw ofthem, which is che {e- 
cond thing propoundedrto ſpealttes 5 bs, 

And firtt fot: Heb. 6, 2, Nenberthe Subjefts not the Ends, 
ate particularly mentioned and expreſſet ic rhiy placgzand there- 
fore we muligo to orher Scriptures, 'to find-ont whar Laying on . 
ofHands is moſt avrecable to rhis Text, as we 'dainthe caſe of 
Bapttſm in the ſame _ The Text neither telling us, who . 
ſhquld have Hands laid on them, not ro whar End; neither4s 
word All in ir,as was beforemnoted,& we have already prov 
from. other Texrs, 4tid clear Arguments, that chis Laying 6h of 
Hands 1$to atiothet End. See Chap, 3. ' _ © © © 62. 

The two otherplaces they bring (we purtherh both rogetber, 
becauſe they are ofrhe-ſame nature) are At: 8, 14,17, where 
Peter and Jos Laid their Hands on them at Semaria: and As 
19, 6, where Pant Laid his Hands on the twelve at Epbeſaug,". - 
Thar the Laying on of Handsin thele Texts, - was for the giving 
'of the extraordmiry Gifts of rhe'Holy Spirn, wehave's 
Proved; Chap." 1, There is'nor one word of Command here #e- 
quiring tis rodo asrhey havedone. They Laying on their Hands, 
as moved thererttge by the Holy Spirit, having teceived pawerts 
rilniltef the exzaordinity Giles'ofthe Spirit, 65 2ppeats; beetuſe 
thoſe Citts didimmediarly fFalowwherr Laying or efHangy, - 
. *We have alſo before proved; ther the powet : 
Gifts being ceaſed, the Rite and Cetemony asrorhis 


: ey 


-$pceaſealſo; atid cannot but prefumpruonſly be pratid 


forour whole 


Tome for another , and ſo proceed ibt0'A third anda fourth end, 


pleinReligion, -- dperrt5,.2 beer ritnes' ine Gelb fol 
low in the Fs. Thegifts now beings neither found 4n the 
Miniſter , po nr. theAdmiiſtration, -/ | - = 
Have we not as round, to adventure the Laying on of 

Hands , miraculoady ro heale the fick, having Iam ſure as good 
a warrant , and may hope to ſpeed as tuccelsfully, y 

- Beſides theſe two places they have not another , to-pretend toz 
where the words are found, $1930 11% 4 200 

As for that place, A#.9.17. where Paul had Hands Laid an 
him; from their own confeſſion this will not ſerve their rarne > 
for it was before his Baptiſme, verſe 18, and it was forthe recery- 
ine of his ſight , as well as for his being! filled with the holy Spi- 
rit,' if nor ptincipally for the r2covering ofhis fightzſeever.s 2. 
Only we will notre it generall chat this Laying onvof. Hands 
to extraordinary or miracutous ends , had nor at all relpe&ro 
Bapritme , for it was as well before Bapriſme, as' after it; asin 
this eaſe defore ns. '' Nor do- we think it needfutiro make an- 
fwertothoſf Texrs bronght in by'!ome ofichem'; for namber 
bue f0tfor wwtphtzas Eph.2;20;weare buikk ypon the Foundation 
&'c1 and 3F:3:14. we ate madepertaker s of Chritt ,- if we hold 
the bangle &c: And 2 Epift. of Johagg,ro, whoſoerertranſ- 
St >4hd abiderh not in the Dofrine of Chritt, &c 2 and 
Texts as theſe are, where they can find che word begin- 
nip#, Doarineor Foundation. We cannor” bur judge ;:the ve» 
#5Ttecialiof-theſe Texts; a fufficienr confuration,' ro:any man. 
rachath hipreaſon in his head, And wiſh wirh all our. hearcs 4 
rhey-might nort-incurre that” ſevere cenſure of the Apottle, of 
Handling the word of God deceirfully , 2 Cor,2.1 7.-and 4;2. 
'Ftidhus we doubt nor , bur Sb apejatnd and unbiaſſed 
people , eonfidering what we have ſaid ; vailt ſeerhey have'no 
foorins in the I mutt be onr Rule and Niredtory - 
worſhip) for this their Laying on of Hands, much 

ts make it- a principle -of Religion, and o (as rhey do) a. 
1'ThGtemh 


= 


is,;they chemfelres'axefo much ac a loſſe inthismar-. 
ret ehatrheyayree' norabour; rhevend:They make more Ends of 
tdr vadliying vn of Hands, then of the ſeveral kinds of Layings 
etef Hinds inthe New-Teftztment, Some for one end; and 
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clic Holy Spiric, - | _- won 92 98Þ Dale niyol 
| Some would have: Hands Laid on fer-the obtaining ofthe 
extraordimaty- gifts of the holy Spiric, in-imicarion-ot A.S. 
avd A#.19, | to this we haie once and. againe ſpoken.: - 
Some would. have Laying -on. of Hands, for Confirmationas 
they call.ir-,andebough they-ſbrowd themtelves underche fore- 


is theCommon' Prayer book ; and ſome ofrhem have beene 1o 
ingenuous to.conteſſe as much ;- and have very much boalted and 
gloried, inthis one inatrificiall unconcluding Argument:: for 
the Scriprute owns them not all inthis caſe, . . 
 DoRor Goxge , on Heb,6. farthy that though: Laying on. 6 
Hands , were anciently praQiſed by the Fathers to this end, yet 
ir is not expreſ]y ſer down in Scripeure. - But thanks be ro God 
chrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord , we have beene berrer raughr in 
theſe laft daies, then to own any thing in the worſhip of Gprig, 
from their Tradition or Authotity, unleſſe 11/0. grounded.on rhe 
wordiof Ged;:!:Whar is this pratice then; bur. ferting aur poſs 
by Gods polts z and bringing ina Tradition of men; inttead of an 
Appointment of-Chrilt ? br, | 
A third fort there are, who praQtiſethis Laying on of Hands , 
as a meanes to receive more of rhe Holy: Spirit, - and that inthe 
pas rare et: .noinitng wo ynitfeott Þ arg) 
Iconfefſe; here they ſay well,if they could make rhe leaſt provfe 
of ſuch an End from the Holy Scriptures. - This fair Prerext to 


_ thy-ro be accounted Chriſts Diſciple, that, would-:noc uſe all 
meades;, 'appointet by God roobtaine nore--ot rhe Holy Spirze: 
weare {o'ſenhible of the daily need 'of more of the ſupplies ofthe 

- * Spirit : andcould they, but ſhewi one place:, where ever Laying 

8 ” onof Hands,was practiſed upon all Baprized Believers, upon iuch 
Py. an Accoimpt , we would in great.meaſure lwddenly become cheir 
3 Proſelytes-/: Biir in this matier (by-theirleave)- we age as:090ky 
devit asthe Menc< ofSetiptures-<an. take 1s x that there-14 Rok 


jutabe and warcanc ſachia praftics.;: :- - ' + =o rl n-10! aug 
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of ſpeaking wich:;Tongues y andthe: miraculiou+G tes uf 


mentioned Scriptures , = to ſpeak truth, their beſt argumene 


obrzine more of the Spiric z hath-beguiled many a poore, weake, - 
unitable.ſonl.. We profeſle our. ſelves 'ſo fafre one with them 
inthisthivg, thatwe cannot Judge bim a Chriſtian, norwor- . 


any one Text, in.alltbe New: Tefiament, zhac doth in che leaf, - 


fm 


4x v8 10 che UC of ic,cannot expeR3 bis bleſſing,burrath 
required this'at your Hands,  - wo! 
po 


"+, © Say th © 2? 85 ra 39 BY ; 
2 weans,thar was vever of Gods Taſficuriby 


['Letexptriencereſtifie how much more-of the Holy Spirit,they 
have received; then orhers of cheiz Brethren, who were rever un- 
| ger thispraftice. It hath nor been our obſervation alone (and 
with greife ot hieart weſpeake ir,8 could wiſh ir were otherwiſe) 
ghat.intead of the. Holy Spiric, a firange Spirit, another Spiric, 
hathgenerally followed this praRice, 1o jult it is with'God , to 
give over-perſons, to their own Spirit, wheurhey introduce a 
tradition of their own , for a commandement of God, and pre- 
rend the Spirit for it, TH | 
And who 1s {0 ignorant, thar knows .not what a firange tigid 
cenſoriouſneſſe;” hath poſſeft the: hearrs'and tongues of molt of 
this way; as if indeed they. had received, by Layirig on of Hands, a- 
nother Spirit, inſtead of rhe Holy Spirit of God, Witneſſethe ſay- 
ing of ſame otthem.that we are nor yet babs inChrilt:& have for-- 
| bid {ometheichonſes,who were.inftrumencal in their converfion 
f'— becauſe they are not underthis ceremony,denying communion 
withrheit Brerhren , who in.cheir ownconſciences are every way 
|  equafltothem, inGifts and Holineſſe, and hold che ſame Fairh 
and. Doarine of. the Goſpell, and are of the {ame order and 
| practiſe with them, excepting this matter: yea and have proceed- 
| _, -edſofarre, as roexcommunicate ſome ,. for no other can't but | 
this.Andas I was writing this, one told me. before: good wit- - 
'nefſe, he was dealing with, and in danger of Excommunicat1- | 
on for this very thing, Td 
Readtheſe very men, in//#,66,5, Your Brethren that hated 
you, that calt'you our for my namesſake,ſaid, Letthe Lord be glo- 
Ta ; bur he ſhall appeare to your joy, and they ſhall be aſham- 
ed. | 
_ - There: is yer a fourth End propoſed by ſome; wiz, Thar they :are now wai- 
A ring for Hf wes Gifrs of rg en Spirit, dn then xhans therefore 
& continue.the Cere , 234 meansroobrain 3 Thus is- bur little difte- 


| rear from the firſt End, Bur to this we anſwer, 
| f, That there was neyer any Laying on of Ha 

Teftamenr,under the waiting; or in the exp<Ration of the extraordinary Gifts 

of rhe Holy Spirir, as a means to-obtainithem; burzas was ſaid before, was nc- 

ver praiſed by any, till they had firſt received power from on high, and theſe 

Gifts immediatlyfollowed thereupon. - | 

' .»+ When the Gift or power is reſtored; then ler rhe praftice of the Ceremo- 

bereftoxed alſo ;_ For as when the power ceaſed, the Rite by right ceaſed ' * 
allo; fo the Ceremony ought not to be pradtiſed, till rhe power be again neces 
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